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From the Prez’

I want to welcome all the new 
members that joined since January and 
welcome back all of you that 
stay with us year after year.   Our 
members are the best in the nation, 
why, because you are ours.   January 
and February are always slow months 
due to weather, but the time is just 
around the corner to get the Vets 
rolling.   Make sure you have yours 
ready for the next cruise that comes 
up.   If you have never gone with us, 
you don’t know what you’re missing.   
If you have traveled with us in the past 
and have not for awhile, don’t you 
think it’s time to regroup with your 
club?

Plans are underway for a trip to Myrtle 
Beach in June for a car 
show/beach/get away trip.  
Announcements will be coming out 
for hotel and the show in the near 
future.   This should be a hoot, don’t 
miss it.

Remember your club dues had to be

Events
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Tuesdays, members gather at the Dairy 
Queen on 153 @ 6 pm

RCCC monthly meeting 3rd Thursday of 
each month at O’Charleys on Hixson Pike, 
meeting starts at 7 pm

Fridays, Happy Days, Highway 58 @ 6:30

March 21, 2009 Michael and Amy 
Pittman’s wedding.

March 27th and 28th Corvette Expo, 
Sevierville, TN

April 18th Corvettes on the Cumberland
Downtown Clarksville, TN

April 25th NW GA Bank for St Jude Car 
Show, Hixson, TN

May 2nd Car Show Birmingham, AL

May 23rd and 24th, Vettes in the Valley, 
Maggie Valley North Carolina.

June 5-6, Vettes on the Beach, Myrtle 
Beach, SC  (Club Trip)

paid by March 1st to stay active on 
our rolls.  I know times they are hard, 
but come on; where else can you 
belong to the best corvette club 
around for just $25 dollars.  Rejoin, 
you’ll be glad you did.  See you next 
month.
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The February meeting of the RCCC was 
called to order by Club President, Buddy 
Johnson. 

The board minutes and January. club 
meeting minutes were given by Nancy 
Price and approved. The treasurer's 
report was given by Larry Johnston and 
approved. Jerry Ray reported that there 
are 78 Vettes and 119 Members, all 
members need to pay their dues now. 
Since the last meeting there have been 
six new members: Larry and Pat Rose, 
Curtis and Barbara Grayson, and Chuck 
and Kim Logan.

Old Business:

The Lions Club event has been cancelled. 
A RCCC car show is being discussed and 
more information will be forthcoming.

New Business:

There are plans for a club trip to Myrtle 
Beach, SC June 5th and 6th all Corvette 
car show.  Registration is $125 for all car 
show activities and events and $20 for 
car show only. If you are interested in 
going make your reservations soon.  
Contact Larry Harless or John Lemon for 
further information.

The board made  a motion to present an 
RCCC Honorary Membership to Larry and 
Barbara Hale.  The motion passed 
unanimously by club vote. Also, a motion 
was made for the club to send $200 to Larry 
and Barbara to help them with expenses 
during his recovery and send a fruit basket as 
well. This too passed by a unanimous club 
vote.

On April 18th there will be a car show in 
Columbia, TN.  It was discussed this may be 
a good club cruise and event to attend.  More 
information is available on their web site and 
will be presented at the upcoming meeting.  
The cost of show is $20 per car.

May 2nd is also the Birmingham, AL show, 
$40 per car, more information to come.

Buddy and Sherry expressed appreciation for 
the visits, flowers, and expression of 
sympathy at the passing of Sherry's mother.

50/50 = $47.00 and was won by Joe Usalus.

The meeting was adjourned.
.

Submitted by,
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February Meeting Summary
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Wedding Bells for Michael and Amy!!!
On March 21, 2009 Michael and Amy will tie 
the knot.  Michael is one of our younger 
members who joined the club and became an 
active member.  He was elected to the 2009 –
2010 Board of Directors.  Michael always has 
that grin on his face and is a pure joy to be 
around.  He seems to be just a bit on the shy 
side, my opinion, as he doesn’t have a lot to 
say, but when he does it is worth listening too.

Michael is the proud owner of that fine ’08 
Z06 featured on the cover page.  Amy will 
soon be the co-owner.  My advice to her, give 
that car a kick in the gas, or at least get it over 
65 MPH.  Don’t worry that it is a six speed 
and you haven’t driven a stick.  It is 
synchronized and all that grinding you hear 
will only last a second just keep trying …  that 
gear is in there somewhere!!!  The following 
is Michael’s story of how this lovely couple 
met.  

Michael says they met through mutual friends 
who thought they may have things in 
common.   Amy called and left a message on 
his voice mail, as he says … she sounded so 
cute he just had to call back.  They 
communicated via phone and email for two 
months.  Then on June 7, 2008 they finally 
met.

Amy lives in Nashville so they only saw each 
other on the weekends. They commuted back 
and forth and fell in love.  On Nov 5, 2008 
Michael asked Amy to marry him and she said 
"Yes". They are planning to honeymoon in Las 
Vegas.  They are undecided as to Chattanooga 
or Nashville to make their home.  RCCC is 
pulling for Chattanooga.

Currently Amy is not a big car lover but she 
does like the Corvette. It is growing on her, 
she just wishes it was an automatic so she

could drive it. Michael says he is a very lucky guy to 
have met her when he did.  I am sure she would say the 
same about him.

Having been married for 35 years this June, I offer 
some advice for the young groom, as it has worked for 
me.  Let her make all the small decisions and you make 
all the major decisions.  Would you believe in my 35 
years of marriage we have not had one single major 
decision come up.

RCCC wishes you two years of happiness and if you 
name the first kid Colonel, well …  I would be 
honored.
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Once Upon A Time
By Eddie Price

Seems like everything in life starts out, 
"Once Upon A Time."My dream and love 
for the Corvette goes so far back that it must 
be part of my DNA. Corvette, the All 
American Sports Carhas been a dream of 
mine since I was just a boy. The sleek design, 
the performance and the ultimate ride were 
just a few of the reasons for the desire to 
make her mine.

In the 70's and just out of High School I 
began my search for her. To dream as a 
young boy to get in the Corvette and fulfill a 
dream finally was becoming a reality. I had 
found the one that I would call my own, a 
1973, Dark GreenCorvette. The wait of the 
arrival seemed endless. There she was on the 
truck at the dealership. The day had come, or 
so I thought. 

Then, out of the blue came another girl, yes, 
the girl of my dreams. What will I do, 
Corvette or my partner in life. Boy, that 
could be a decision to get me in deep trouble. 
Well, as you all can tell, I chose, Nancy, but I 
never stopped talking about that Corvette, 
over, and over and over. Finally after 30 
years she got the picture, there really is 
another woman in my life. She's a 2001 
Torch Red Coupe...and of course she's 
REDE2GO.

It was going to be our 30th Anniversary and 
Nancy went on the ultimate shopping spree, 
she's really good at that sport. I was at work 
and she had found exactly what I was 
dreaming of, the Corvette of not just my 
dreams but ours. We picked it up that 
afternoon and the rest is history. 

Enjoying the ride, sharing and making life 
long friends. Of course, in the 70's the event 
would be shared with only a few but with this

deliver date I now could share it with the 
daughter, son-in-law and granddaughter 
that I did not have in the 70"s. Was it 
worth the wait? You bet it was!! 

Of course since my accident I have not 
been able to drive the Corvette myself, 
Nancy is the driver. She is so generous on 
our drives, she gives me 15 miles to tell 
her how to drive and then of course it's 
time to sit back, shut up, and hold on. 

I will be driving soon and making 
modifications to do so.  Being part of 
RCCC has been an added bonus to the 
ultimate dream. 

Enjoy your ride, count your blessings and 
be thankful for your RCCC friends. It all 
makes the ride that much better. Looking 
for more Corvettes in the future. You 
never know when Nancy will go on a 
shopping spree....

Eddie and Nancy’s REDE2GO



Cruzin’ March 2009

Nothing could be finer than cruising in your Corvette 
with 5 or 6 hundred of your favorite tunes! By Ron Kellogg

But wait! You don’t have your CD’s with 
you!  

Now you can have instant access to 
2000+ tunes in your C6 Corvette 
without using a single CD by connecting 
your IPOD or IPHONE to your C6 
Navigation radio.

Coastaletech has developed an IPOD 
connection device to connect the latest 
generation IPOD’s to most modern car 
radios.  This tech tip will run through the 
C6 installation.  We plan on having a tip 
for the C5 Vette next.

The top picture shows the device 
(Lockpick) and cables.  The cable on 
the left connects to your IPOD or 
IPHONE.  The device turns your IPOD 
on and off and also keeps the battery 
charged.

The middle picture shows the dip 
switches that must be set depending on 
which radio you have.

The bottom picture shows the C6 
convertible waterfall. The Lockpick 
connects at the XM module which is 
located behind the Waterfall on the C6 
convertible and over the driver’s side 
rear wheel in the C6 coupe.  The 
Waterfall is held in place with two #15 
Torq screws on the top rear center, two 
push pins that expand with center rod at 
the top back, and one push pin on the 
passenger’s side at the back of the 
Waterfall.  This last one is the only hard 
one to remove.
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The top picture shows the XM module with 
Waterfall removed.

The middle picture shows the top plug 
disconnected.  The top plug connects to new 
harness and the harness plug connects to 
XM module.

The bottom left picture is the 8GB nano 
which will hold about 2000 songs.  It is 1/8” 
thick. There is a 16GB version if 2000 isn’t 
sufficient.

Bottom right picture shows the Lockpick 
attached to the XM module with Velcro. The 
IPOD cable is routed out the back of the 
Waterfall.  It’s a good idea to leave enough 
cable to reach the console area. When in 
use you can leave the IPOD laying on the 
shelf behind the Waterfall because all 
functions are controlled through the radio.
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http://www.coastaletech.com/CORVETTEIPOD.htm

Top picture shows the Waterfall 
reinstalled.  Notice the IPOD cable on 
the right side.

The middle picture shows the C6 
navigation radio with IPOD2 displayed 
at the top of the touch screen.

The IPOD is selected by pressing the 
source hard button second from top of 
the left and then XM1using the third 
from the top left side screen touch 
button.  Then press and hold the right 
bottom touch screen button. In this case 
it says Loading XM.  Your screen may 
say something else.  This button will 
also be used to change back to XM.

The playlist is selected by using the 
<CAT and CAT> buttons and then 
pressing the Seek hard button.  The 
INFO touch screen button displays  
song information.

The IPOD lockpick device for the C6 
sells for $129



Cruzin’ March 2009

What is the difference between hand vs. 
machine polishing? Answer, “Time”
and about $125 (cost of a good variable 
speed orbital buffer).  There is not a lot 
you can do with a buffer that can’t be 
done with a little elbow grease and the 
time to get err done.  As a positive you 
will lessen the chance of removing to 
much paint material if done by hand.  On 
the other hand, that buffer does look 
good on the ole peg board in the garage. 

Basic Car Polishing Rules:

Polishing rule 1:

Don’t make things worse by over doing 
a good thing.  Hand polishing is the least 
chance of messing up the paint or clear 
coat.  A buffer is faster and easier, but 
can lead to swirl and burn marks etc. by 
one trying to make it even mo better and 
over doing it.  Trust me on this one!!!

Polishing rule 2:

Do not mix polishing materials. Do not 
use the same polishing pad or cloth 
mixing rubbing compounds and polish 
and DO NOT use steel wool to remove 
bug marks.  Trust me on this one also!!

Polishing rule 3:

Work in good lighting conditions, and 
frequently check your work. Also wear 
your glasses, to not polish through the 
paint because you couldn't see what you

were doing.  Trust me on this one 
again!!

For the Ole Colonel, there are basically 
two kinds of polishing machinesfor the 
weekend car show warrior.  The first is 
the local car wash with the hot wax 
option for an additional quarter 
(definitely not recommended by 
RCCC’s resident wax checker, Ed 
Simons) the second is the random orbital 
machine.  This machine is a great way 
for most Vette appearance enthusiasts 
(most every member in RCCC) to create 
a high shine level without a lot of elbow 
grease.  

All polishing jobs require a final hand 
polishing step to completely remove 
marks left by machine polishing.  The 
final act is to use the Ed method of 
taking the back of the hand and ever so 
gently feeling the surface of the car to 
make sure it is as smooth as a baby’s 
butt.

In summary, don’t monkey around with 
your paint finish.

More tips next month.

Hand or Machine Polishers

Details, details …



What’s up with the Critters? - Part 2 The Mystery Swimmer

Last summer we had a mystery wet 
spot showing up every morning on 
the deck of the pool.  It was around 
the ladder, as if something had gone 
for a swim and had just got out of the 
water..

For weeks we would get up as early 
as 6:00 am just as the morning sun 
exemplified its majestic colors to the 
earth for the beginning of another 
southern day,  to see if we could 
catch what was making the spot, but 
had no luck. Since this wasn’t 
working we decided to do a stake out. 
This was becoming more and more 
mysterious as the the sultry summer 
days proceeded to diminish into an 
Autumn bliss.  

Like CSI, I measured the spot, took a 
picture and dusted for evidence.  No 
DNA testing was involved.

So we got up extra early one morning 
and began the stake out.  The team 
consisted of me, Sarge and Junior 
agents Kallie and Kacie.

One of the important parts of a stake 
out is to be quiet.  Well, it didn’t take 
long before some of us got demoted 
to couch duty. Actually, Sarge and
Kallie were the only ones left.  The

Cruzin’ March 2009

stake out ended up being a bust.  We 
must have scared the unsub (CSI talk) 
off.

The spot was there every moring for 
the entire summer until the pool was 
covered.  We never did find out who 
or what the mystery swimmer was.

Could it have been a bird, an 
opossum, a thirsty UFO, our 
imagination or maybe an Alapuss?  
Will it be back next summer?  I hope 
so.  If it does we’ll need to get a 
surveillance camera  because the 
team quit.

clft

Varmit of interest, small aardvark

Pool 



Let the Big Dogs Graze …
By Col. J. Larry Harless

To quote that famous Prez of ours, “The 
Vettes have been in dry storage for weeks, 
time to get em out”.  

Ahhh … the first sunny Sunday with high 
temperatures approaching seventy 
degrees, more or less, beckons with the 
sobering allure of freedom on the road as 
the wind gently caresses your  hair.

The word goes out from “Big Dog 
Daddy” … Let’s go on a cruise to the 
Cracker Barrel in Athens.  Twenty two fun 
loving souls met at the Tractor Supply in 
Vettes of Red, Orange, Blue, Orange, 
Gray, Orange, Black and Silver. We 
saddled up and the sun was sunning, the 
squirrels were squirreling and the music 
was pumped.  Just the cure for winter 
cabin fever.

The cruise up was just down right 
marvelous.  Lots of beautiful scenery and 
the traffic was not bad.  Heck we even got 
everyone seated at the Cracker Barrel 
within a reasonable amount of time.

Ahh but the trip back, time to let the Big 
Dogs Graze … for at least thirty yards, 
then we had to reign in all 463 horses 
when a couple of our more notorious 
members went back to the archives and 
pulled out the ole … “Paw Paw”
maneuver.  The Orange beasts will have  
to wait for another day.

For those that were unable to make the 
cruise, you missed a good one.  Good 
friends, good food, and Corvettes.  It don’t 
be gettin’ much mo’ better than that, or 
can it?  Come on out on the next cruise 
and make it even mo’ better. 
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Mile Straight cruise in.  



Well the warm balmy breezes of spring and 
summer have not yet fully arrived.  Though 
we have had a few teaser days to welt the 
palates of the sun worshippers.  Spring will 
arrive soon, as the dogwood tree has buds on 
it and the daffodils have bloomed.

The major RCCC trip for the summer will be 
in Myrtle Beach, SC for Corvettes at Myrtle 
Beach, June 5-6, 2009.  For information go 
to myrtlebeachcorvetteclub.com for show 
information.  Several members are planning 
to convoy down together.  If you think you 
may be interested I would suggest you make 
your reservation now as that is the first week 
of the tourist season for the Beach and the 
hotels fill up fast.  The Gnome is looking 
forward to the ocean spray, sea gulls, and 
fresh seafood to be had.

If you cannot make all the cruises, trips etc. 
plan to attend the Friday and Saturday night 
cruise ins.  Most every weekend, beginning 
in May members either meet at the place of 
the cruise in or get together, usually at the 
library near Northgate mall, and travel to the 
cruise in as a club.

I have heard rumored from a few members 
that the RCCC cruise in may be again started 
at the Sonic in Soddy Daisy on Friday 
evenings when convertible weather arrives. 
Stay tuned for more on this topic.

The 
Adventures
Of The
RCCC
Gnome badboy vettes– Design of Jake

This is the story of badboy vettes. 

We were at Le Mans in 2004 and we met the 
Corvette Racing team. We noticed that the team 
had unofficially embraced skull icons as a 
symbol of the take-no-prisoners mentality of 
those intense 24 hours. "TAKE NO 
PRISONERS" was actually scrawled on the wall 
of the Corvette pit.

We thought that the team should have its very 
own skull icon and we sketched our idea over 
beers on a cocktail napkin.

The C6.R "Mascot" made its debut on C6.R's b 
pillars the next year at the 2005 Le Mans race. 
They've been on the C6.R's ever since. What can 
we say except that we're extremely happy & 
proud to have our design on the coolest racecars 
in the world. 

Our beer scented napkin sketch... 

Corvette History
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Source: corvette forum 2/19/09



Birthdays

Alice Ray 4th

Carolyn Wallace 7th

Dan Smith 9th

Inez Simons 11th

Larry Harless 13th

Evie Usalis 14th

Ginger Manor 14th

Larry Oliver 16th

Billie Dempsey 18th

Donna Roddy 22nd

Gene Adams 26th

Tom Jenkins 29th

Michael Pittman and his 2008 red 
Z06. A fine “Little Red Corvette”
pictured with Amy’s “Prince”.

Larry & Pat Rose
2008 Atomic Orange Convertible with 
two tone ebony and cashmere interior, 
and black convertible top.

Chuck & Kim Logan
2001 Red Convertible with black top.

Curtis and Barbara Grayson
2007 Red Coupe.

Larry and Diana Oliver
’95 White Convertible

Larry and Diana are from Illinois, this is part 
of his email to Jerry.

RCCC, Robert Daughtrey and I are good 
friends he asked me to check your website.  I 
was impressed.  So sign me up.  We will be 
at the C4 bash in May.
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Answer to the trivia question:

What legendary soul singer wrecked 
their Corvette the first time they drove 
it?

Answer: Ray Charles

About the Cover Page

Welcome New Members



River City Corvette Club 
Application for Membership 

(Dues are $25 annually, payable upon joining) 

Name: ___________________________  Birthday, (Month/Day) ___________  

Spouse Name: ____________________  Birthday, (Month/Day) ___________  

Address: _______________________________________________________  

City:____________________________   State: ____  Zip Code:___________  

Year of Corvette:_______ Make: ______________ Color: ________________  
 Coupe/Convertible 

Year of Corvette:_______ Make: ______________ Color: ________________  
 Coupe/Convertible 

*If you have more than two Corvettes use the back of form to describe the others. 

Email address: __________________________________________________  

Phone: ____________________  Cell Phone: ____________________  

**Car description/modifications/history:________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

**Hobbies, interests, favorite music, sports team, etc. ____________________  

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

** Not required, for information purposes only as an introduction to the club via 
the club newsletter. 

By signing below, I agree to abide by the River City Corvette Club, Inc. by-laws.  I 
also agree to help promote the Corvette spirit, support club activities and present 
myself in a manner that will benefit my club’s goal of being the best Corvette club 
possible. 

Signature: __________________________________   Date:______________  

Make checks payable to: River City Corvette Club and mail to: 

RCCC 
P.O. Box 1061 
Hixson, TN  37343 


