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From the Prez’

Hey everyone, June offers many 
opportunities for each of you to come out 
and enjoy your club.  We just had our first 
Friday night cruise in at Armando’s in Red 
Bank and I believe everyone there will tell 
you it was a blast.  Come out and join in 
on Friday nights.

With the vote passed by the members at 
the last meeting, the Christmas party plans 
are progressing and being finalized.  Plan 
on attending this function, always a good 
time.

We have a trip planned to visit our friends 
to the north, the Vettes of the Smokies
club show, this should be a great overnight 
trip.  If you haven’t planned on going, 
don’t delay, now is the time.

Don’t forget the club picnic on June 27; if 
you haven’t told us you will be coming, 
please do so now.  This will be an event 
you will hate yourself for missing.

See all of you on Tuesdays at the Dairy 
Queen; if you are not participating in this 
get together, get off the couch and come 
on, you’ll be glad you did.
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Summer Event Calendar

“Vettes” Tuesdays at Dairy Queen at 6 PM 
Hwy 153 Year-Round

RCCC cruise in @ Armandos, Red Bank 
every Friday night.

RCCC Board Meeting is the 2rd Tuesday of 
the Month at “DQ “

RCCC Monthly Meeting at O’Charleys, on 
Hixson Pike, the 3rd Thursday eat at  6PM 
with the meeting at 7 PM

Monthly Summer Cruise-ins

1st Saturday at East Ridge Cruise-in behind
Kinders Furniture 6  PM

1st Saturday at Marion County Cruisers at 
Courthouse Jasper TN thru Oct.

2nd Saturday at Dalton thru Nov.

2nd Saturday at Dunlap 5PM till ? 

3rd Saturday thru September at Soddy 
Advance Hwy 27,This Year-Food, 
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, and Drinks!

3rd Saturday at Athens TN Court House thru 
Oct.

4th Saturday at Cleveland around Court 
House thru Oct. info: 423-614-5638



The May meeting of the RCCC was 
called to order by Club Vice President, 
Ron Kellogg.

The Board minutes and April club 
meeting minutes were not read as 
Secretary Nancy Price was not in 
attendance. The Treasurer’s report was 
given by Larry Johnston and approved. 
Jerry Ray reported that there were 80
Vettes and 114 Members. Since the last 
meeting.  Our newest member: Don 
Beene was introduced.

Old Business:

The club picnic is scheduled for June 27 
at Camp Columbus. Be sure you are 
signed up so we know how much food is 
needed. Also, be sure to advise what you 
will be providing.

The Johnson City Car show, sponsored 
by Vettes in the Smokies, is July11. They 
have supported our club many times and 
we should show support for them. Please 
try to attend.  We will leave as a group 
on Fri and return home Sat. after the 
show., or leave on Sat. and return home 
on Sunday. We will take a club vote to 
see which is best for all concerned. 
Proceeds will be given to the Humane 
Society. For an extra door prize ticket 
bring dog or cat food.

Our show is scheduled for Sept.2 at Dairy 
Queen.

A car show for the Cancer Society, which 
was rained out on May 2 will now be held on 
May 30 at Dairy Queen. Judging will start at 
12:00. Cost is $20 early or $25 at the show.
The Friday cruise in will no longer be held at 
Happy Days. We will travel to several places 
to find a new place. For now the cruise in 
will be at Armondo’s in Redbank.

New business:

Mike Nabors checked out the Mayors 
Mansion on Vine Street in Chattanooga for 
the Christmas Party.  The room at the bed 
and breakfast will cost the club $600 and the 
meal is $28 per person. The club voted and 
all but 2 persons voted yes. The club 
Christmas party will be held on Dec.12 at the 
Mayors Mansion. Larry Johnston will 
provide the check for $600 from the club 
funds.

The meeting was adjourned.

Submitted by,
Linda Olstom for ��	����
���
���
���
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DON’T FORGET THE CLUB PICNIC 
JUNE 27th.

PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND THE CAR 
SHOW IN JOHNSON CITY.  LETS MAKE 
THIS A CLUB TRIP FOR THE SUMMER 
AND HAVE A GOOD SHOWING.

June Monthly Meeting Summary
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I Love Corvettes, by J. Larry Harless

When I was 12 years old, a neighbor pulled up 
in a brand new black on black Corvette 
convertible and ask if I wanted a ride.  That day 
was a life changer, from then on the Corvette 
was my dream.

When I graduated from college I purchased my 
first car.  It was a 1973 big block 454 blue 
Corvette Stingray convertible.  Man I mean it 
was “center cut”.  It rode like a wagon, was hot 
as Hades in the floor board and guzzled the gas.  
Yea .. .you got to love it.  I paid $4,700 for “Ole 
Blue” and sold her for $6,800 after driving it for 
3 years.

It was several years later before I entered the 
Corvette market again.  Lori was out of college 
and no more tuition to pay, I bought a ’95 red 
convertible.  My daily driver, and I mean daily 
… rain, shine, even snow.  That was true 
driving pleasure.  No problem to clean, just pop 
a couple bucks in the ole Conoco car wash and 
2 minutes later I was back on the road.  Ahh 
those were the days.

If you haven’t already noticed, I said blue 
Corvette and red Corvette.  That is because that 
is what I called em.  Now, after being educated 
by RCCC’s King of Bling, I know they are not 
just red and blue.  But rather torch red, 
competition red, jet stream blue, etc.  Pssst …
off the record, to me they are still red and blue, 
just “a whiter shade of pale”.

Then came the 2003 50th anniversary edition, 
my beloved C5Biscuit.  That is when I realized 
the the true joy of owning a Vette is cleaning it, 
waxing it and looking at it … in the garage.  
The second most enjoyable part is buying bling 
blings to put on it.  So you have more things to 
clean, wax and look at … in the garage.

The latest member of the stable, is Punkin’
Norma’s 2009 Atomic Orange convertible.  
We ordered this one and did the museum 
delivery thing.  It was an awesome way to 
take delivery of an awesome car.  Since it 
took 5 weeks from the time we placed the 
order, until the day we picked it up.  Well …
you guessed it … bling blings were already 
ordered, received and our dining room table 
looked like the first shelf of blings at 
Midamerica.  Now I can have the privilege of 
cleaning two Corvettes and looking at them 
in the garage.  Life just don’t get ‘mo better.

Cruzin’ with the Colonel …

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3
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The year was 1999. Since the inception of 
the 5th generation Corvette - the C5 -
Chevrolet had introduced a new model 
version each year. In '97 the coupe came 
out and in '98 the convertible. In 1999 
everyone new the lightweight "hardtop" was 
coming, but no one knew exactly what to 
expect. We'd heard it was to be the less 
expensive model, with roll up manual 
windows and no power seats, to enable 
some folks to own a Corvette that couldn't 
otherwise afford one. The savings was only 
slight though, because for just a few 
thousand more you could get the whole 
enchilada, meaning Chevy would not expect 
to increase sales by a whole lot with the 
new model. As it turned out, they ended up 
not doing most of the saving money stuff 
and went with the performance options, 
although horsepower additions wouldn't 
come until 2001, then they re-introduced the 
hard top as the Z06 model (and the rest is 
history - sales took off and Chevy learned 
that horsepower sells!!!)

For the hard top, the Z51 high performance 
suspension was standard, as was a 6-speed 
manual transmission. The hard top was 
lighter than the coupe, without its heavy
removeable top and at the first of the year it 
didn't come with dual zone heating and air, 
or heads up display. These options were 
made available later in the model year.

The version shown here is owned by Mike 
and Marilynn Nabors, and was originally 
the second of two Corvettes they owned, but 
the 6-speed was so much fun that the other 
(an electron blue 2003 coupe) was traded 
for a different car (a weak moment, 
according to Mike, and an act of love, 

Mike & Marilynn Nabors’ FRC

according to Marilynn, since she got the 
new car). Mike bought the 1999 car in 
2003, so it was three years old but it only 
had 14,000 miles on the odometer. The car 
was mechanically sound and taken care of 
but the former owner didn't really know how 
to take good pair of the paint, so Mike's son, 
somewhat of a detailing guru, went to work 
on the paint. He got all the swirl marks out 
of it and most of the scratches, and today it 
looks as good as any '99 out there (ok, 
almost!).

Mike says, "To each his own, but to me, the 
hard top, or "Fixed Roof Coupe" or "FRC" 
as it is sometimes called was the best 
looking C5 made". In the case of the Torch 
Red version owned by Mike and Marilynn, 
someone said "FRC" stood for "Friggin' Red 
Corvette". Yep! It's red all right. Ya gotta
give it that!
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What caused that instrument warning light to come o n?
How to read your engine diagnostic codes for the C5 .

First, enter the diagnostic display 
module as follows:

1-Turn the ignition switch to the on
position, but donotstart the engine.

2 - Press and hold the RESET button to
turn off any existing warning
messages.

3 - Press and hold the OPTIONS 
button, while holding the 
OPTIONS button, press the FUEL
button 4 timeswithin a 10 seconds.

The on-board diagnostics will go into 
an automatic mode which pages 
through all the diagnostic codes in a 
pre-set sequence about every 3 
seconds.

If no codes are shown in a given 
module, you will see No Codeson the 
display.  There are two types of codes, 
Currentand History with each 
designated by the letter C or H.  A 
current code indicates a malfunction is 
present in the module displaying a 
code number.  A history code indicates 
a problem existed sometime in the 
past.  When not accompanied by a 
current code of the same number, it’s 
probably a previous problem resolved 
and not removed by resetting the code.  
Most likely an indication of an 
intermittent signal to the module.

Once the system has cycled through all
the modules, you can go into the 
manual mode to reset the code by 
pressing the RESET

button which allows selection of each 
module using combinations from the 
driver information center (DIC) 
buttons located above the ignition 
switch.  Once the display shows 
Manual Diagnostics, it should start 
with a module and show "NO CODES" 
or "# CODES". Once a module is 
selected a code is displayed.  To reset a 
code, press and hold the Reset button 
until it displays “No Codes” (before 
resetting the code, write down the code 
number for later use) to continue to the 
next module press the Gagesbutton. 
Repeat these steps until you have reset 
all the codes in the computer modules.  
It is not necessary to reset a code, it 
does not fix the problem, but clears the 
code from the module. To exit the 
diagnostic mode at any time press 
E/M.

Note: If you reset a module to reset the 
check engine light, your emissions 
status ready will NOT allow you to 
pass an emissions test until you have 
repeated the required driving cycles.  
This happened to my daughter when 
she replaced her battery, which reset 
the computer, a day before she took it 
in for emissions testing.

Once you have the codes, what do they 
tell you?  (This is why I suggested you 
write down the codes)  Here is a 
website with the code definitions:

http://www.stengel.net/diccodes.htm
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and down the stretch they come …

The first Saturday in May is my favorite day of the year.  Its KY Derby day!  I just made my 22nd

Derby.  For the last 2 years Norma Harless and I have made it a “ladies only trip.” As we left the 
driveway our trusty hubbies yelled out “don’t end up in Mexico!” They can’t stand it because we 
can make it in better time than them.

We stay in Lexington and drive over to Louisville early in the morning.  You have to be tough for 
a day at the races.  We have taken many first and last timers.  The area we go in, is the Paddock 
(as Buddy called it The Panic Area).  That’s where they bring the horses to saddle up and mount 
the jockeys. The first time I saw them I thought they were kids dressed up as jockeys.

The gates open at 8:00 and since the benches aren’t reserved it turns into the first race of the day.  
The frail and elderly better run and hide.  Once we get our bench and someone to share it with, 
we get to the important stuff.  Placing a bet that will make us rich!  This year the Derby race was 
moved from the 10th to 11th race. That confused everybody.

Next we start looking for the rich and famous! Over my years I’ve seen ex Presidents, wanna be 
Presidents, Country & Rock singers, TV & Movie stars, Playmates (too bad the guys didn’t come 
that year) Pro athletes, a real Kentucky Colonel and the very wealthy!  Two years ago Queen 
Elizabeth was even there.

When it’s time for the Derby Race the excitement in the Paddock is just unbelievable.  The more 
they walk the horses around the louder it gets!  I have to admit I get louder too.  Once they leave 
and head for the track you can hear them playing “My Old Kentucky Home.” That can put a tear 
in your eye.  Or is that spit from someone who has had way too many Mint Juleps?

If you watch the news you know that a 50-1 long shot named  Mine That Birdwon.  That crowd 
that was so loud, got quiet. I was happy because I make it easy when I bet.  I put a big 2.00 on 
every horse in that race to Show.  So I get first, second and third.  I’m always a winner!  So how 
much did I win on my meager betting???  I bet $62 and won $55.40.  For me that was most I ever 
won and the least that I have ever lost.  So another Mint Julep glass put in the cabinet, the hat 
back in the closet and memories to last until next year.

clft



1963- The earliest serial number air 
conditioned Sting Ray has a production build 
date in October, about 6 months before the 
rest of the AC cars. An error was made in 
creating the roof panel mold in 1963, using 
the wrong side of the dimensions, such that 
all roof panels were too small. This left a gap 
seen in the door pillar above the door latch 
in all but a few 1963's to 1967. The ones 
where it is not found were cosmetically 
covered up with body filler. Power steering 
was first available in the 1963 Corvette. Bill 
Mitchell and Zora Arkus-Duntov argued 
over the "Split" rear window for the new 
Corvette. Bill Mitchell won out for the 1963 
Model, but it was removed for 1964 never to 
be seen again.  The 1963 Grand Sports, 
while originally looking much like the 
production coupes, had no body parts in 
common. The fiberglass body panels were 
roughly half the thickness of production 
panels to save weight.  The 1963 Grand 
Sports originally were released without 
fender flares, using the stock look. However, 
they were wider to allow a wider tire 
8.25x15 rather than the stock 6.70x15 tire.

1964- Only the driver's side vent on the 
Corvette is functional.

1965- The first major tire size change in 
Corvette history occurred in 1965. Tire size 
changed from 6.70x15 to 7.75x15. 
While the 427 was developed first, the 396 
went into the Corvette, Chevrolet, and
Chevelle in 1965 due to a GM policy 
restricting them to less than 400 cubic 
inches.  The 396ci 425hp engine lasted only 
one year 1965. 1965 was the first year to 
have two separate hoods - the smooth small 
block hood and the bulge of the big block 
hood.

Corvette Trivia C2   1963-1967
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1966- The Corvette was not eligible in 
SCCA Trans Am, due to the upper limit of 
5.0 liter on engine displacement. Chevy's 
only eligible car was the Corvair.

1967- Was the first year to have three hoods: 
the small block hood, the big block hood, 
and the L-88 hood, even though externally 
the L-88 looked like the regular big block 
hood. In late February and early March, 
some small blocks received the big block 
hood due to an industrial accident with the 
small block hood mold. These were not 
given the hood stripe.

The "GM Mark of Excellence" sticker 
appeared in one year only - 1967.

Federal law mandated the removal of 
spinners from wheels, so the knock off wheel 
of 1963-66 was replaced with a bolt on 
wheel.  The first year "Vinyl" was offered as 
an optional exterior covering for the hardtop.  

The '67 model was the first to have the "tank 
sticker", or the build sheet, attached to the 
gas tank.  The maximum install fuel tank 
capacity was offered in the Corvette from 
1963 to 1967, 36 gallons.

An option was offered that lasted for only 
three production years.  A speed warning 
indicator.

The LeMans Racer was "DRIVEN" to the 
track from the airport (in place of being
trailered) was because the trailer was chuck 
full of parts!
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Car Shows

Sasturday May 30TH 10 AM til 2 PM, “Open Car, Motorcycle, & Truck Show”in support of 
“American CancerSociety“ Locaton: “DAIRY QUEEN”~HWY 153 PARKING LOT 5433 HWY 
153, HIXSON, TN $25.00 Registration the day of the show Judging will start at 12 PM, 50/50, 
Door Prizes, info: Kathy Mindel 423-517-0845kathym7@hotmail.com

June 5-6, 2009 Myrtle Beach Corvette Show,www.myrtlebeachcorvetteclub.com/id6.html

June 6th Open Car Show ~ Cruise-In(Starr Mountain Street Rods & Coustoms) Door Prizes, Dash 
Plaques, Trophies, and Specialty Awards at L&N Depot Etowah TN info: 423-745-0149

June 13th   - 15th “Vettes By The Shore”info: 1-228-388-1000

JUNE 27TH RCCC CLUB PICNIC, 2 PM TIL 6 PM, AT CAMP COLUMBUS
RSVP

July 4th 14th Annual Firecracker Rod Run and Swap at Soddy Lakeinfo: 877-0111 or 718-2138

July 11th, Vettes of the Smokies Car Show, Johnson City.

Aug 14th-16th Joplin MO (Vettes in Mid West Rt 66)If anyone is interested in attending the 
Corvette show in Joplin, MO in August you can register @ 
http://vettesinthemidwest.com also there is a list of activities available. This is a unique 
car show with a cruise on the Mother Road, Route 66 through 4 states and a drive inn 
movie on Friday night at the last remaining drive inn on route 66. Contact Larry Harless 
for more information.

Aug 28-30th Vettes at Carlisle  PA Corvette Show>
http://www.carlisleevents.com/ce/events/corvettes/

Sept 17,18,19,&20th Grand Rod Run Fall more info: 1-865-687-3976

Oct 10th Mile Straight Day Car Show 9AM till 3PM info: Danny Warren 332-4615



Birthdays

On a not so balmy Friday 
evening, with the strata-cumulus 
clouds lurking their ugly heads 
above.  Several of RCCC’s most 
avid adventurers saddled up and 
headed to the Strawberry Festival 
in Dayton, TN.

There was some excitement, I got 
to turn the wipers on Punkin’ for 
the first time and … those cars 
will still run in the rain!!!

One custom was omitted this 
year, the famed “Paw Paw” 
maneuver was not instituted.  
Thus the triple digit barrier was 
again put in play.
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About the Cover Page

Welcome New Members

Gary Fields, 6/3
Kim Logan, 6/5
Chuck Logan, 6/7
Brenda Brandsletter, 6/10
Guy Morgan, 6/15
Tim Nutz, 6/16
Robert Daughtery, 6/20
Curtis Grayson, 6/21
Michelle Snyder, 6/22
Vic Denton, 6/29

Alan and Janet Arthur
Red 74 Coupe & Blue 03 Convertible

Donnie Beene
’99 Blue Convertible

I bet I can outrun those
two … well maybe not!!



River City Corvette Club 
Application for Membership 

(Dues are $25 annually, payable upon joining) 

Name: ___________________________  Birthday, (Month/Day) ___________  

Spouse Name: ____________________  Birthday, (Month/Day) ___________  

Address: _______________________________________________________  

City:____________________________   State: ____  Zip Code:___________  

Year of Corvette:_______ Make: ______________ Color: ________________  
 Coupe/Convertible 

Year of Corvette:_______ Make: ______________ Color: ________________  
 Coupe/Convertible 

*If you have more than two Corvettes use the back of form to describe the others. 

Email address: __________________________________________________  

Phone: ____________________  Cell Phone: ____________________  

**Car description/modifications/history:________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

**Hobbies, interests, favorite music, sports team, etc. ____________________  

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

** Not required, for information purposes only as an introduction to the club via 
the club newsletter. 

By signing below, I agree to abide by the River City Corvette Club, Inc. by-laws.  I 
also agree to help promote the Corvette spirit, support club activities and present 
myself in a manner that will benefit my club’s goal of being the best Corvette club 
possible. 

Signature: __________________________________   Date:______________  

Make checks payable to: River City Corvette Club and mail to: 

RCCC 
P.O. Box 1061 
Hixson, TN  37343 


