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Did you know there are 12 
RCCC club members with 
two or more Corvettes in 
their stable?
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From the Prez’

Welcome all!

You know we have not had any new 
members to join since May! Make sure 
you introduce yourselves to anyone you 
have a chance to come in contact with 
driving a Corvette. Let them know how 
great our club is and how much better it 
would be with them as members.

Don’t forget the club sponsored trip to
Vettes in the Smokies car show on July 11, 
in Bristol. Details have been emailed out.

If you missed the club picnic, you missed 
a great time, hot, but a great time. When 
more than one of us get together it’s 
always a great time. You must be asking 
yourself why didn’t you go, we asked the 
same question.

Don’t forget our car show at the DQ in 
September, please be preparing for it 
now. If you can visit local business and 
get them to donate something for door 
prizes that would be great, but mostly you 
plan on attending please.

Half a year has come and gone, if you 
have not participated in any of the events 
that has happened, it is your fault, we 
would have loved to have had you there.
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Summer Event Calendar

“Vettes” Tuesdays at Dairy Queen at 6 PM 
Hwy 153 Year-Round

Cruise in @ Armandos, Red Bank every 
Friday night.

RCCC Board Meeting is the 2rd Tuesday of 
the Month at “DQ “

RCCC Monthly Meeting at O’Charleys, on 
Hixson Pike, the 3rd Thursday.  Eat at  6PM 
with the meeting at 7 PM

Monthly Summer Cruise-ins

1st Saturday at East Ridge Cruise-in behind
Kinders Furniture 6  PM

1st Saturday at Marion County Cruisers at 
Courthouse Jasper TN thru Oct.

2nd Saturday at Dalton thru Nov.

2nd Saturday at Dunlap 5PM till ? 

3rd Saturday thru September at Soddy 
Advance Hwy 27,This Year-Food, 
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, and Drinks!

3rd Saturday at Athens TN Court House thru 
Oct.

4th Saturday at Cleveland around Court 
House thru Oct. info: 423-614-5638

The Friday night cruise in at the Red Bank 
Armando’s is proving to be a big hit, don’t 
know if it’s the location, the food, or the ice 
cream run after it’s over, but all seem to 
enjoy coming. Where have you been?
See ya at the DQ on Tuesdays.
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The June meeting of the RCCC was 
called to order by club President, Buddy 
Johnson.

The May club meeting minutes were read 
by Secretary, Nancy Price and 
approved. The Treasurer's report was 
given by Larry Johnston and approved. 
Jerry Ray reported 80 corvettes and 114 
members at this time.  June birthdays 
were recognized. No new members since 
the last meeting. 

Old Business:

The club picnic is scheduled for June 27 
at Camp Columbus.  Be sure you are 
signed up so food can be prepared as 
needed. Also, let the club know what 
food you will be bringing. You are 
responsible for your own drinks and ice.

Club T-shirts are available for $5.00 and 
can be bought at the club meeting.

The Bristol trip information is on the 
clubs web site and the plan is to leave on 
Friday and return  home on Saturday. 

The proposed Christmas Party cost is 
$28.00 per person with any additional 
costs to be covered by club funds was 
approved.

The cruise in at Red Bank is working out 
very well. We encourage everyone to come 
out on Friday nights at 6:00 and join in the 
fellowship.

The RCCC car show will be September 2nd  

at the Dairy Queen on highway 153 in 
Hixson. 

New Business:

Michael Pittman resigned his board position 
due to a move to Nashville.  The board 
recommended David Mahone to fill 
Michael’s remaining term, this was approved 
by club vote.. 

The meeting was adjourned.

Submitted by,
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PLAN TO ATTEND THE ALL 
CORVETTE SHOW IN BRISTOL, TN.  
JULY 11th LETS MAKE THIS A CLUB 
TRIP FOR THE SUMMER AND HAVE A 
GOOD SHOWING AND A GOOD TIME.

June Monthly Meeting Summary
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Road Trip
by J. Larry Harless

Each summer I try to knock one more item off 
my bucket list.  Last year it was running the 
Vette on part of route 66, the Mother Road.  
This summer it was going to Key West, Jimmy 
Buffet country.  I am a huge Jimmy Buffet fan 
and Key West was just as I imagined.  It is the 
lower key, as it should be … man those folks 
live a low key lifestyle, never get in a hurry.  I 
guess you could say we “tossed back a few cold 
ones … and told tales of old ones”…

The ‘Ole Colonel was in his element.  I am 
perceived as a modern day “Indiana Jones” or 
in this case “Key West Jones”.  We ran the “Ta 
Miami” trail from Tampa to Miami.  On the 
way we dropped by this little place that had air 
boat rentals in the midst of the Everglades.  I 
had always wanted to run one of those over 
sized window fans … so on board the Ole 
Colonel climbed.  As I pushed back my fedora 
and motioned for the rest to jump on board.  I 
climbed into the Captains seat, pushed the start 
button and felt the brisk balmy breeze of the 
wind in my face from the 1000 HP fans, I 
turned toward the swamp with reckless 
abandon.  Dodging water moccasins, 
crocodiles, turtles and a gold fish.  It was quiet 
and adventure.  As I zoomed back into the dock 
with my buds in sheer terror … I saw this 
mammoth alligator in my line of flight.  I 
stopped the boat and wrestled this gator for 30 
minutes to clear my docking spot.  The Coast 
Guard was waiting, seems the Ole Colonel 
exceeded the “non-posted” speed limit of the 
swamp.  Ahhh … could it be a speeding ticket 
while driving a box fan?

The ‘Ole Colonel and Buddy Johnson 
along with Ron and Carol Kellogg took 
our first bi-plane ride.  Now most tourist, 
take just the 15 minute flight over the 
coral reefs and Key West while snapping 
photos from the air.  This may work for 
some, but for adventure I wanted the 
aerobatic ride, barrel rolls, inside and 
outside loops, the kind to tell Granny 
about. Only one way to accomplish my 
mission, take the controls.  I figure piece 
of cake, push the control forward - go up  
pull back - go down - pull the ka nob on 
the dash …Mo Faster … easy … so 
with Buddy as my co-pilot off we go …
looping and rolling and tossing and 
turning … as I buzzed Jimmy Buffet’s 
casa on the beach he looked up, waved, 
yelled … drop by to see me Colonel … I 
gave him the thumbs up … that is how 
Jimmy Buffet got to meet the Colonel.

The Colonel
ready to take
the controls!!

Ahh you ask … what further adventures 
were encountered, parasailing.  Yep, as 
we boarded the boat the Ole Colonel had 
to take over the helm.  Ron and Carol 
Kellogg, Buddy and Sherry each rode 
together over the Gulf and were gently 
returned to the boat.  The Colonel said 
nay nay, I would solo it  … and I wanted 
to free fall into the Gulf … so I could 
more closely examine the coral reefs ….
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At
the
helm!!
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The President of the Chamber of 
Commerce presented The Ole Colonel 
with the Keys to the city, Key West’s 
highest honor.  The presentation was made  
at Margarittaville.

We rented an electric car to cruise around 
town and sight see  …  it was a nice touch 
to show our support of going “Green” …  

As the Ole Colonel pulled up to the traffic 
light at the “Hog’s Breath Saloon”  
standing there was one of Key West’s 
finest … I yelled … hey got  ya ticket 
book … he replied why … you gonna need 
it I yelled as I revved up the electric motor 
and burnt rubber for the next half block.  
He walked up and introduced himself to 
me personally … 

To top all of this off we stopped in Daytona 
and I discovered a pot of Gold at the end of 
the rainbow, doughnuts and they were golden 
brown and delicious.

These were true adventures in the Keys.  
More or Less …

We are the children, our parents warned us 
about.  Jimmy Buffet

It was the perfect trip.  I had a blast with 
my bestus buds while at the same time 
savoring the yearning for adventure in the 
“Year of Me”.  P.S. Next year is the Year 
of Me II … the sequel!!
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Our first Corvette is a 2004 LeMans
Edition Convertible. We didn’t really 
know that we wanted one until Jean rode 
in my brothers’ 2002 convertible back in 
2006. She said that if you can find a 
blue convertible then we’ll see. Well, 
that’s all I needed to start the hunt. We 
found this one owner car on EBay down 
by Atlanta. Long story short, it now had 
a new home in Ooltewah, TN. This car 
was already well equipped with Corsa
exhaust and some chrome accessories. 
Of course, as we all know, a little is 
never enough. We’ve (me) added some 
more but I know that there’s no way to 
top some other club members. (No 
Names). We have enjoyed the driving 
and comfort of this great car. The best 
trip to date is our 2 week tour to Denver 
and the” Vetts on the Rockies”
gathering where there were over 500 
cars in attendance.  We visited about 12 
states and logged over  4000 miles.  We 
have enjoyed the fellowship of the 
RCCC to date and look forward to more 
enjoyable cruises in the near future.

The most difficult and interesting 
modification so far has been the 
conversion to blue LED’s on all the 
interior lights. With the help of my 
brother, we changed the HVAC, radio, 
and all DIC and door panel lights to a 
blue LED setup. A few more LED flood 
lights in the foot wells and under the 
doors also made it complete.  I enjoy 
trying some things that I’ve seen done 
but then add a personal touch.  

Tim & Jean Nutz 2004 LeMans Blue Convertible

To ensure the future of the Corvette drivers, 
we had this battery operated car painted for 
our grand daughter.

Editors Note:  These two are truly Corvette fanatics.  I love it!!
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Goin Picnicin’
Though we have talked about it 
over the years, the club has never 
had a summer picnic.  This year 
we finally did it.  On a balmy day  
at Camp Columbus on the shores 
of historic and pristine 
Chickamauga lake and under the 
daunting view of Lookout 
Mountain in the distance we 
gathered for good food, good 
conversation, relaxing with friends 
and even a little competition on 
the horse shoe court.

Sixty five people signed up for the 
picnic and though a few could not 
make it, a good crowd assembled.  
It was great to see all the folks.

It was rumored some tall tales 
emerged from the archives and 
some tall tales will be told in the 
future.

If you did not have an opportunity 
to attend this years event, plan on 
attending others.

The hamburgers, hot dogs, potato 
salad, cole slaw, salads, baked 
beans, chili, chips, deserts (oh 
what a plethora of deserts) and all 
the amenities were in ample 
supply.  Buddy requested the 
blessing be said a second time.  A 
great idea on his part.  As our 
members are accustom to lining up 
and “pigging out” right

after the blessing.  With so
much food left he decided to run 
‘em through again.

Hats off to the cooks, Buddy 
Johnson, Ron Kellogg and Larry 
Harless and their wives; Carol, 
Sherry and Norma.  Thanks to 
Donnie Beene and Jerry Ray for 
bringing the tents.  A big thank 
you to all the folks that brought 
the food.  And most importantly, 
thanks to all of you that attended.

As we prepare to celebrate the 
founding of this great country, let 
us not forget those that fought for 
our freedom and remember those 
that gave it all for your right to 
live free.  Count the blessings that 
have been bestowed upon you, for 
we are each blessed.  God bless 
America and God bless each of  
you. 
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Plastic Wrap is not just for the 
kitchen anymore!

On a recent trip to Key West we were 
concerned with keeping the Love bugs off 
the paint.  Now we rarely exceed the posted 
speed limit but on occasion have been 
known to stretch it a bit. Love bugs 
splattered at 100 mph+ would probably 
squeeze through the nylon bras that we use 
for trips.  They say that necessity is the 
mother of invention so I tried out a new 
experiment.  Plastic wrap on the front of the 
car but be sure it’s under the bra.

It helps to have a helper during the install 
and not have any wind.  

On a C6 you should start at the top and run 
a strip between the headlights.  Then a strip 
under the headlights wrapping around the 
sides and overlapping the previous piece.  
Then one more piece the cover the paint 
under the grill.  BE SURE NOT TO 
COVER THE GRILL OPENING OR 
BRAKE DUCTS.

Next step is to install the bra.  Tuck any 
visible plastic wrap under the bra and 
you’re good to go!  Don’t forget the side 
mirrors!  

This tip worked very well on the trip to Key 
West.  We drove through 100 degree+ 
temperature and gully washers.  When we 
removed the bras in Key West for washing 
there was sand between the bra and plastic 
wrap but nothing got between the wrap and 
the paint.

Tech Tips … by Ron Kellogg
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I know revenge is going to be pretty tuff, but I couldn't resist …

What happened in Key West is probably not going to stay in Key West!

I’m pretty sure there is going to be a colorful article written about a certain trip 
to Key West. In case there are some misconceptions about things that happened I 
thought I would clear some “colors” up.

#1 He didn’t drive or ride in an Airboat.  

#2 He didn’t wrestle an alligator but a vulture did have his eye on him.

# 3 We didn’t get any speeding tickets.

#4 The Chamber of Commerce didn’t give the The Colonel the keys to the city.  

#5 He didn’t fly the plane.

#6 He did parasail and got a good dip in the water (only because some people in
the boat yelled DRAG HIM!!

#7 He wasn’t really handcuffed.

#8 He didn’t get to drive the electric car we rented.

#9 He DID NOT and I repeat DID NOT meet Jimmy Buffet.

#10  There was not a pot of gold at the end of the rainbow we saw in Daytona. 

#11 There is one absolute truth, WE all had a great time!

clft



T-top does not refer to the shape of the roof, 
but rather it is short for Targa Top. All 1968s 
carry the stigma of being "the worse quality" 
of all Corvettes.

1968 - All big block manifolds were 
redesigned to actually sink into the lifter 
valley as the hood clearance was less than in 
'67. The exception to the above was the L-
88 which received a special hood.  Emission 
control equipment was installed. AM/FM 
stereo was offered as an option for the first 
time.

1968-1972 the coupe's rear window was 
removable.  The Sting Ray name was not 
used on the 1968 Corvette, but returned in 
1969 … spelled Stingray.  Corvette had its 
first all aluminum engine in 1969 and the 
ignition lock was moved from the dash to the 
steering column.

The LS7 engine option, which was never 
installed in the 1970 Corvette was $3000.
No Corvettes were painted Black at the 
factory from 1970 to 1976.

The only outside difference between the 
1971 and a 1972 Corvette is the appearance 
of the amber front turn signals and vertical 
chroming on the egg-crate grills both on the 
1972.  1972 was the only year for Corvette 
"Big Block" engines in the 1968 to 1972 
range to have no horse power sticker on the 
air cleaner lid.

"Pewter Silver" was only offered as an 
exterior color in 1972.  The 1970 - 1972 
Corvettes were the last to feature chrome 
bumpers front and rear. In 1973, the front 
bumper changed to body-colored flexible 
plastic. In 1974 the rear bumper followed 
suit. The rear view mirror in the 1974 
Corvette was increased to a width of 10".

Corvette Trivia C3   1968-1982
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The last true dual exhaust was installed in 
1974, after that, everything went through a 
catalytic converter.  1974 rear bumper was 2 
pieces, 1975-1982 used a one piece unit.
The awesome 454ci engine was only offered 
for 5 years ... 1970, 71, 72, 73, and 1974.
Gymkhana Suspension was first introduced 
in the 1974 Corvette.  1974 was the last year 
the Corvette would be produced to run on 
"leaded" gasoline.

1975 was lowest production year for 
convertiblesfor those years that offered both 
convertibles and coupes. 1975 first year for 
HEI distributor. 

1976 Corvette used the same steering wheel 
as a Chevrolet Vega for the "Sport Wheel" 
Option.

1977 – the  last year for the notch back 
shark,.  the crossed flags returned to the nose 
and sides, a redesign of the center console to 
accept standard Delco radios, the first year 
that Corvette didn't have a Corvette only 
radio.

The '78 Pace Car was "Black and Silver"  
because it photographed well. The body was 
widened in the rear fender area. 

1979 was Corvette's highest production year.
The 1980 Corvette was the first Corvette to 
have an 85 MPH speedometer.

1981 was the first Corvette to use a 
computer.  The Corvette had two cooling 
fans to increase engine power.  In 1981, 
Corvettes were produced with two different 
types of paint. Lacquer was applied at the St. 
Louis plant, and enamel was applied at the 
new Bowling Green plant.

In 1982 fuel injection reappeared in the 
Corvette after a 17-year hiatus.
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Car Shows

July 4th 14th Annual Firecracker Rod Run and Swap at Soddy Lakeinfo: 877-0111 or 718-2138

July 11th, Vettes of the Smokies Car Show, Johnson City.

Aug 14th-16th Joplin MO (Vettes in Mid West Rt 66)If anyone is interested in attending the 
Corvette show in Joplin, MO in August you can register @ 
http://vettesinthemidwest.com also there is a list of activities available. This is a unique 
car show with a cruise on the Mother Road, Route 66 through 4 states and a drive inn 
movie on Friday night at the last remaining drive inn on route 66. Contact Larry Harless 
for more information.

Aug 28-30th Vettes at Carlisle  PA Corvette Show>
http://www.carlisleevents.com/ce/events/corvettes/

Sept 17,18,19, & 20th Grand Rod Run Fallmore info: 1-865-687-3976

Oct 10th Mile Straight Day Car Show 9AM till 3PM info: Danny Warren 332-4615



Birthdays

As we celebrate the founding of our 
great country, what better cover page 
than the American Flag and the 
American Eagle.  Symbols of our 
freedom and our strength.
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About the Cover Page

Welcome New Members

Eddy Price 7/1
Ed McClure 7/1
Carolyn Talley 7/7
Gary Potter 7/14
Tammy Caldwell 7/16
Barbara Grayson 7/17
Chuck Mindel 7/26
Deb Gilbreath 7/31

None for the month of June

Kickin it on Route 66

Two RCCC couples plan to attend a 
three day Corvette Show in Joplin, MO.  
August 14 – 16.  We attended last year 
and it was a blast.  If you are into 
nostalgia and think you would be 
interested, visit the 4 States Corvette 
Club website at 
http://www.vettesinthemidwest.com  for 
information.

Ron and Carol Kellogg along with 
Norma and myself will be leaving 
Thursday morning heading down to the 
show.  If you are interested in going let 
me know.

You can register on the website above.

Larry Harless



River City Corvette Club 
Application for Membership 

(Dues are $25 annually, payable upon joining) 

Name: ___________________________  Birthday, (Month/Day) ___________  

Spouse Name: ____________________  Birthday, (Month/Day) ___________  

Address: _______________________________________________________  

City:____________________________   State: ____  Zip Code:___________  

Year of Corvette:_______ Make: ______________ Color: ________________  
 Coupe/Convertible 

Year of Corvette:_______ Make: ______________ Color: ________________  
 Coupe/Convertible 

*If you have more than two Corvettes use the back of form to describe the others. 

Email address: __________________________________________________  

Phone: ____________________  Cell Phone: ____________________  

**Car description/modifications/history:________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

**Hobbies, interests, favorite music, sports team, etc. ____________________  

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

** Not required, for information purposes only as an introduction to the club via 
the club newsletter. 

By signing below, I agree to abide by the River City Corvette Club, Inc. by-laws.  I 
also agree to help promote the Corvette spirit, support club activities and present 
myself in a manner that will benefit my club’s goal of being the best Corvette club 
possible. 

Signature: __________________________________   Date:______________  

Make checks payable to: River City Corvette Club and mail to: 

RCCC 
P.O. Box 1061 
Hixson, TN  37343 


