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In Memory of Larry Hale

May 1, 1940 —

Larry Hale, a long time member of RCCC,
went to be with the Lord April 27, 20009.
Larry would have been 69 years old on
May 1, 2009. One’s life cannot be
measured by years, months, days, hours
and minutes, but rather by those people
one touched in their life long journey.
Larry Hale touched a lot of people, leaving
behind fond memories of this dear friend.

The members of his beloved Corvette Club
wish to express their deepest sympathy to
his wife Barbara and Larry’s family. He
will be dearly missed.

Larry truly loved the River City Corvette
Club and its members. His fondness for
Corvettes was immeasurable. When he
could no longer drive his Corvette, the
RCCC made him and Barbara honorary
members. His enthusiasm and love for life
was unsurpassed.

Whenever anyone met Larry the first thing
you saw was that big old smile. He truly
enjoyed the club’s social activities. He
seldom missed the Tuesday evening
cruise-in at Dairy Queen, the monthly
meetings at O’Charlies and he loved the
annual Christmas parties.

In the later months of his life Larry was
unable to attend the events he so dearly
enjoyed due to health issues. His wife
Barbara, was by his side to the end. It

April 27, 2009

never was just Larry nor just Barbara, but
rather Larry and Barbara.

One of his final wishes was to be escorted
by the Corvettes in the funeral procession.
Dear friend, your wish was granted.

Until we meet again. God Bless ...

Larry and Barbara
RCCC Christmas Party
2008
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If you have a favorite resturant, scenic road to
cruise, or just a favorite hangout volunteer to
organize an event and share your favorites

Board Members with you fellow club members.

M'ke_ Nat_)ors We are always looking for new things to
Eddie P”(?e experience. A quote from a past VP, this is
Ron Hasting your club make the most of it.

Michael Pittman
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From the Prez’

It's hard to believe it is May
already, but all the birds are
chirping, the flowers are
flowering, the trees are leafing,
well you know what | mean. It's

A great time was had by all that
attended.

The club picnic is just around

the corner on June 27 If you
have not signed up as coming,
time is running out to do so. We
have to have a head count so the
club can purchase the
hamburgers and dogs.

Enough for this time around,
come out and enjoy your club.

Corvette going.

Events 1

time to wake up and get that [

There are several car shows going
on if you like those, cruises are
taken place also. There are
plenty of things going on to get
you corvette out of the garage, so
why has it not been seen?

Several members met and cruised
to the first Cleveland Cruise in of
the season. The drive up was
beautiful and that place was

FULL of all kinds of cars and
people. Of course the first order
of business was to eat, you have
to keep your priorities in order

you know.

Tuesdays, members gather at the
Dairy Queen on 153 @ 6 pm

RCCC monthly meeting8Thursday
of each month at O’'Charleys on
Hixson Pike, meeting starts at 7 pm

May 24 Car Show for Cancer at the
Walmart on Signal Mtn Blvd.

May 2'd Car Show Birmingham, AL
May 39 Reader Chevrolet Car Show

May 239 and 24, Vettes in the
Valley, Maggie Valley North
Carolina.

August 14" -16" Kickin it on Route
66 all Corvette Show, Joplin, MO.
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April Monthly Meeting Summary

The RCCC meeting was held April 16,
2009 at O'Charley's with 36 members
present. The meeting was called to order
by Buddy Johnson. The minutes were
read by Nancy Price and approved. The
treasurer's report was read by Larry
Johnston and approved. Jerry Ray
reported that there were 77 Vettes and
111 members currently in the

club. There was one new member since
the last meeting, Amy Pittman.

Buddy asked the club to continue to
remember Stacey Prater's Dad and Larry
and Barbara Hale in our prayers.

The teen challenge event discussed at the
March meeting was not added as a club
event. However, it will be discussed later
in the year for consideration for a
donation from the club. The club

received a "Thank You" from the Soddy
Daisy High School Band for participation
at their fund raiser event.

Requesting assistance with the Christmas
Party, see Ron Hastings if you can help.

The club will have the Friday Night
Cruise-In at Happy Days on Hwy 58.

A club picnic scheduled for Junet®at
Camp Columbus was presented for a club
vote and passed unanimously.

The club will provide the hamburgers, hot
dogs, and buns. Other food items will be
provided by each club member. A list was
passed out at the meeting for sign up to bring
food and your commitment to attend. If
there is a situation that you need to bring
someone with you, other than a club
member, the club agreed this would be
acceptable. If it is not raining the Vettes
should be there as well. Buddy will be
sending an E-Mail with more details.

A club sponsored open car show was
discussed with a tentative date of Sept. 12,
2009 and a rain date of Sept 19 from 10-2 at
the Dairy Queen, Hwy 153. Club members
will need to help with the event to make it
successful. There will be no pre-registration
and plaques awarded for the top 25 and dash
plagues for the first 50 registered
participants. More details to come.

Aug. 14 - Aug 16 is the Kickin it on Route

66 Corvette show in Joplin, Missouri. Some
members are planning to attend. Those that
went last year had a great time. Contact
Larry Harless for details. Or go to
vettesinthemidwest.com for registration and
more complete details.

May 9th is the Strawberry Festival in

Dayton, Tn. For more information on these
and other upcoming events see the club web
site and check your E-Mail.

The 50/50 was won by Norma Harless.

The meeting was adjourned.

Submitted by,
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Love affair ... by bhn Lemons

It was February 27, 2009. A day that would
live in infamy. | stood in mixed emotion as |
watched the 2001 Mag Red coupe pull out of
the driveway and disappear over the hill, and
just like that she walked out of our lives
forever.

We had a sweet love affair that lasted for
over four years. | can say there was never a
time she didn't satisfy me but shas

starting to look a little heavy around those
C6’s. So off she goes to a place where life
might be a little less demanding, a little less
competitive. | was now on the hunt for the
slim and trim C6. A little younger, a little
faster, a little sexier.

| was soon to find out they are everywhere!
Tempting me with their sleek, sensuous body
lines. But | had to maintain control. Only

one color would do and she has to possess
certain qualities to fulfill my every desire.

The search would go on for days, even
weeks. Then there she was; a Lemans Blue
coupe, just the right age, and boy was she
loaded! Two-tone heated seats, navigation,
heads up display and chrome wheels. What
red blooded, Corvette loving male could
resist? | picked up the phone and made the
necessary arrangements and in a few days she
was in my driveway. | gave her a sudsy bath
after her long trip and took her for a cruise.
She made this old man feel young again. |
just hope | can keep up with her. | promised

| would buy her a little bit of jewelry, paint

her toenails and give regular massages with a
clean microfiber cloth.

Yeah, | miss the “Old Girl” but a man’s got
to do what a man’s got to do.
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DBS ... By RonKellogg

| hope you don’t have this condition but
chances are that you have experienced it
at least once in your life. Thereis a
relatively inexpensive cure and you don't
even have to see your doctor. Corvette’'s
or other cars that aren’t driven on a daily
basis can be prone to developing DBS
(dead battery syndrome).

The computers on most any car built
after 1981 have some battery current
drain at all times. If the car isn't started

regularly a dead battery can be the result.

With most car batteries over discharging
reduces battery life. The cure is simple.
A Deltran battery tender with the
cigarette adapter will cure DBS. GM
cars have non-switched cigarette lighter
plugs. Many foreign cars have switched
cigarette lighter plugs.

The Battery Tender Junior is much more
than a trickle charger. It has a brain. It's
lightweight, compact, and fully
automatic; very easy to use, especially in
small spaces. It will keep your battery
fully charged so that it is ready to go
when you are!

- Perfect for all lead-acid, flooded or
sealed maintenance free batteries
(AGM and gel cell).

- Complete 4-step charging program
(Initialization, Bulk Charge,

- Absorption Mode, Float Mode).
- Automatically switches to float /

maintenance voltage after fully
charging the battery.

- If the battery voltage drops too far
under load, full charger output power
resumes.

- Solid state two color LED indicates
stage of charger.

- Spark proof.

- Reverse polarity protected.

- 12" output cord.

- 5 year warranty

Battery Tender Junior 12V @ 0.75A
$39.95, part number 081-0069-5

Fused Cigarette Adapter Cable
Assembly $7.50
http://batterytender.com/
http://batterytender.com/includes/langua
ges/english/resources/Installation_BT_P

lus.pdf

Also very useful for lawnmowers,
motorcycles, 4 wheelers, etc.
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Car Show for Vietham Veterans ...

Saturday, April 4, was one of those sunny
early spring days. Not warm enough to be
called balmy, but on the brink. It was not
your usual Saturday. The Vietnam
Veterans held their first annual car show at
the helicopter park in Soddy-Daisy. The
event was scheduled for the previous
weekend but was rained out and moved to
this particular Saturday.

Three couples from RCCC met at Hardee’s
for breakfast (can’t clean muffies on an
empty stomach) and caravanned over to
the show, with five Corvettes to enter in
this worthwhile cause.

There were over 130 cars, motorcycles,
trucks and even two tractors entered. How
did these three couples, representing the
largest Corvette Club in Chattanooga, do?
Well ... they went five for five placing in
the show. and also brought home the club
trophy. Another one for the DQ to display.

Burgers & Fries, ‘
after the show.
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Corvette Trivia C1

The original front emblem and horn
button on the "Autorama" Corvette
featured crossed American and
Checkered flags. It was discovered tha
using an American flag on a product
trade mark was against the law and the
emblem was changed before the New
York Motorama.

The hash faces up on front fender
molding of the "Autorama”, 1953

Corvette and on the actual production ¢
it faces down.

On Tuesday, June 30, 1953 Corvette #
Serial Number E53F001001 rolled of th
assembly line, and Corvette production
began.

Want the rarest Corvette ?- In 1953 the
first two Corvettes, VIN Numbers 1 and
2 were said to have been destroyed, bt
no records prove that fact, and there ar
no witnesses to the destruction.

The first Corvettes were actually "rolled”

off the assembly line. Chevrolet was ng
prepared for grounding to a fiberglass
body; the cars would not start.

The first five Corvettes to come off the
assembly line did not have an outside
rear view mirror.

The only thing really new on the 1953
Corvette was the fiberglass body.
Everything else was directly off the
Chevrolet parts shelf. Because of this, {
first Corvette was essentially a regular
1952 Chevrolet that looked like a millio
dollars!

Of the 314 Corvettes hand built in 1953
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only 183 were sold because of "averag

performance at such a high price, $3513 the
Jaguar Xk120 sold for $3345, $168 less than
the Corvette.

There are 13 vertical bars or "teeth" on the gfi

of 1956 Corvettes.

One of the few ways to differentiate between
1956 and 1957 Corvette without opening the
hood is to look at the inside rear view mirror.
On the 1956 model, it adjusts with a
thumbscrew, on the 1957 adjustment require
wrench to loosen the locknut.

The "Polo White" color was last used in 1957.

1957 was the first year a limited slip
differential was offered as an option.

1958 was the LAST year of the tach with the
"cumulative engine revolution counter" which
first appeared in the 1953 Corvette. In 1958 {
tach was used on 230, 245, and 250 hp cars
NOT on the 270 and 290 hp cars. The Part
number is #1548631 for 1958.

Optional engines in 1956 had nine fin alloy

valve covers, 1957 had seven or nine fin allo
valve covers, and the 1958 had seven fin allg
covers on optional engines.

Before 1958, the only Acrylic lacquer paint
used was on the "Inca Silver" Vettes.

Sun visors became a Corvette option in 1959.

Nylon belted tires first became available on t
1960 Corvette, prior to 1960 only cotton was
offered.

The 1961 Corvette was the last year to featu
"Wide Whitewall" tires. The 1961 Corvette w¢

the first to not have the "round" nose emblem).
In 1961, the big grill teeth disappeared foreve

replaced by a fine mesh.

1962 Was the last of the solid rear axle
Corvettes and the last year for the power top
the roadster.
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Riding Topless .... Birthdays

When the weather is nice you just
can’'t beat riding with the top down.
The key word here is NICE. Several
years ago a group of us went to the
Biltmore. On the way back we ate at
the Apple Barn in Pigeon Forge. A
couple of theneed for speed drivers
decided they wanted to get a head
start. So we got in our cars and we
sped off. How fortunate for me that
my driver was one of thepeedy

ones. While going thru Knoxville at
about 200 mph it started raining.
Needless to say | was doing a lot of
“self talk”. When your driver has a
white knuckle hold on the steering
wheel you keep your mouth shut.
Well, up to a point. When we got to
the split for Chattanooga he was
surprised we got there so fast. My
comment was #@3%$*!!''. We stopped
at the first gas station we came to. |
looked in the mirror and my hair
looked like one of those bicycle
helmets. You know the kind that
goes straight back? That’s what my
hair look liked. It was lovely. | have
learned one thing. If you can get
your head wedged up into the wind
shield you can sort of keep your hair
dry. Forget the backside.

Sincerely, Bicycle Head

Carol Kellogg

Larry Hale 5/1
Don Mansell 5/1
Kathy Mindel 5/4
Barbara Hale 5/6 Q
Walt Elliott 5/9 -
Diane Elliott 5/13
Beverly Desjarins 5/13

Bill Taylor 5/16

Marilynn Nabors 5/24

Bob Dempsey 5/25

David Ballard 5/30

New Members

]

Amy Pittman, new bride of Michael Pittman



River City Corvette Club
Application for Membership

(Dues are $25 annually, payable upon joining)

Name: Birthday, (Month/Day)
Spouse Name: Birthday, (Month/Day)
Address:

City: State: _ Zip Code:
Year of Corvette: Make: Color:

Coupe/Convertible

Year of Corvette: Make: Color:
Coupe/Convertible

*If you have more than two Corvettes use the back of form to describe the others.

Email address:

Phone: Cell Phone:

**Car description/modifications/history:

**Hobbies, interests, favorite music, sports team, etc.

** Not required, for information purposes only as an introduction to the club via
the club newsletter.

By signing below, | agree to abide by the River City Corvette Club, Inc. by-laws. |
also agree to help promote the Corvette spirit, support club activities and present
myself in a manner that will benefit my club’s goal of being the best Corvette club
possible.

Signature: Date:

Make checks payable to: River City Corvette Club and mail to:

RCCC
P.O. Box 1061
Hixson, TN 37343




